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The presentation was scripted to facilitate simultaneous translation.

The words that were spoken (not on the slides) are italicised.

Slide 1:

I was an invited speaker at a side-event during the Ottawa Conference in 1997 and have
always supported the campaign.

When I hear critics deride it because the major mine producers have yet to sign up, I
point out that 80% of countries have signed up, so the market for this weapon has gone.
Without the campaign, that would not have happened. This is an incredible
achievement.

But…

Slide 2:

Image shows children getting water while deminers pause in Tamil Sri Lanka.
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Slide 3: Ottawa Convention, Article 6, paragraph 6….

Slide 4:

Slide 5:

To achieve the Ottawa Convention’s primary goal and “put an end to the suffering and
casualties” caused by ERW (including deminer casualties) some data sharing is essential.
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Slide 6: Missing data

The records made accessible need not include names and identifiers but should include details
of the “clearance” procedures and equipment used along with an investigation that determines
whether the event was an isolated anomaly or a systemic failure that should be broadly
addressed.

Slide 7: Need for more data

Slide 8: Missed Hazards
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Slide 9: Missed Hazards Example 1

In fairness, the Schonstedt detector has some uses, but is not suitable for any wide area search
for small targets. The pictures show some of the submunitions discovered on nominally
“cleared” land as featured in the MAC investigation reports.

Slide 10: Missed Hazards Example 2

This picture shows a tractor that was driven onto an AT mine left behind on land
searched using a single dog. The driver was severely injured.

Slide 11:
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Slide 12: Demining Accident records

The DDAS is a relational database. RAPID is a spreadsheet.

Slide 13:

Notice the two field entries ringed in red, both selected from drop-down lists.

Slide 14:
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Slide 15:

…but the RAPID spreadsheet combines rakes with all other excavation methods, aggregating
data in a manner that is not helpful to risk management.

Slide 16: A Risk Management resource

Apart from being extensively used in the IMAS drafting and revisions…
DDG and NPA have both asked for their own data, as has the MAC in Mozambique.

Slide 17:

Currently, the new Explosives Knowledge Centre that is part of the ICI in Belgium is seeking
the approval of UNMAS in order to take over the professional maintenance of the DDAS.
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Slide 18:

While I have more data that anyone else, I don’t have all the data so I can only make a
conservative estimate that well over 60% of severe injuries in accidents are avoidable.

Slide 19: Responsibilities?

In GICHD’s own draft IMAS on Quality Management, the need for accurate data to inform risk
management is stressed.

Slide 20: Legal risks?

In both cases, original compensation was greatly increased, with one case claiming a multi
million dollar settlement.
Any employment contract or attempt to divert responsibility to an NMAA that has signed-off on
land declared clear would not be any defence against a claim that the demining organisation
failed to do all that was reasonable to ensure that the work was done safely.
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Slide 21:

The picture shows a cow that detonated an AT mine in an area that had been released after
being searched by a dog. Without gathering the core “missed hazard” and “demining
accident” datasets, the industry is setting its own members up for a catastrophic fall – and it is
also breaching the spirit of the Ottawa Convention.

Slide 22: Failing to comply with the Ottawa Convention

Slide 23:

I think it is time that the HMA industry, including the ICBL, grew up and faced its own
failings as well as its achievements.


